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++KEY IDEA OF THE WEEK++
COME AND SEE
This Week’s Readings: 1 Samuel 3:1-20; Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18; 1 Corinthians 6:12-20; John 1:43-51

READINGS IN A NUTSHELL
In our lives of faith, we do not travel alone. We are found by
God through the church, as we can see in these readings. Even
before Philip finds Nathanael and brings him to Jesus, Jesus has
already seen Nathanael, and Jesus is the one who finds Philip.
Both Philip and Nathanael encounter a rabbi who makes huge
and wondrous promises. In the gospel reading, Jesus promises
those who become his disciples that heaven will open with
angels ascending and descending. The church, in essence,
becomes a community that welcomes people to enter into a
mystery of heaven and angels and insight from God into us.
Likewise, when Samuel is confronted with a voice from within
the sanctuary, Eli helps him hear it and understand its calling.
Samuel learns that when the Lord calls, he is to say he is ready
to listen. This listening is prayer that is meant to connect with
what God has to say to us. When we only talk to God, we hear
ourselves. When we ask God to speak to us, we set ourselves
aside and hear God. The church in its many forms is about this
very setting-aside of our own expectations and intentions so
that, instead of simply listening to our own voices, we may add

a deeper source to our expectations and desires: the wisdom
of God.
Yet while we are invited to listen to God’s call coming to us
from others and from God’s word, Paul’s letter to the
Corinthians reminds us that the Holy Spirit is also calling us to
our true home; we live as temples of the Spirit in order to
witness the astonishing revelations God wishes to show us.
Baptism unites us with the Lord, giving us the Spirit Christ
bestows on those who listen to God. Receiving the Holy Spirit
in baptism means that “you are not your own” (1 Cor. 6:19)
but belong to the body of Christ.
This day raises the harsh truth that even though God is calling
us, we do not hear, we cannot believe it, we may mistake it
for something less important. Eugene Peterson says that
biblical faith is founded in the reality that God addresses us
personally: “The fundamental conviction of our faith is not so
much that God is as that God speaks.” That speaking creates
the community that witnesses to the Holy Spirit’s work.

THE CORE IDEA
We make personal outreach so complicated these days that
most Christians don’t engage in it at all. We would rather do
outreach from afar. We would rather write checks, send
materials goods and have limited interactions like soup
kitchens and handing out groceries. Rarely do churches and
congregation members in Western Christianity engage in indepth outreach relationships.
The act of sharing our faith is an extremely vulnerable act that
reveals a lot about us. Our culture doesn’t teach us well about
being vulnerable. In fact, our culture prizes strength and
stoicism. Anything that looks vulnerable is assumed to be weak
and unable to withstand the pressures of life.
Yet, in our Gospel text this week, John demonstrates that the
first ministry act of Jesus after his Baptism is to reach out to
people he didn’t personally know to be his disciples. How did
he do that? He was willing to talk about his spirituality and he
was willing to engage with these young men in relationships.
This Gospel text reveals two critically important aspects of
Jesus’ ministry: relationships and constant outreach.

If you are a serious student of Jesus’ ministry, you notice that
at the heart of Jesus’ ministry is his willingness to be in long
term relationships with His people. He invites the fishermen
of his time, to be in relationships with Him. He offered his
friendship to the prostitute, the Samaritan Woman, Zacheaus,
and the convict hanging beside him on the cross. Notice that
the people Jesus connected with most of the time were
people society had dismissed, disrespected and forgotten.
Along with being in relationship, Jesus saw his ministry as one
of constant outreach; offering himself to everyone open to
him. However, He knew that His outreach attempts could
only go so far. He knew that everyone had to come to Him on
their own terms. Thus, Jesus simplified his invitation to the
simple phrase, “Come and See.” Come means an invitation
and See is to observe the Kingdom of God.
We would do well to remember that we, as Christians, are to
invite others to learn about God and the awesome gifts and
power of the Kingdom of God.

THINKING MORE DEEPLY
In this week’s reading, we have two focal points in
complementary relation to each other. The one is the further
revelation and dawning awareness of who Jesus is. The second
primary feature of the narrative is the calling of the disciples,
who, along with John the Baptist, sense the fulfillment of
messianic hope in their experience of Jesus.
John leads his readers to a fuller understanding of who Jesus is
through two powerful allusions to Jesus’ fulfillment of the
Hebrew scriptures. In John 1:35 John the Baptist echoes his
earlier statement (John 1:29) that Jesus is “the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world!” The point is obvious. The
lamb was the predominant sacrificial victim offered for the
atonement of sin by the faithful of Israel. Jesus as the Lamb of
God is the sacrifice to end all sacrifices, the final act of
atonement. Philip makes this connection between Jesus and
the lamb led to the slaughter in Isaiah 53:7 during his
encounter with the Ethiopian eunuch Acts 8:32-40.
The second fulfillment utterance comes from Jesus himself
in John 1:51. God’s promise to Jacob in his dream of angels
ascending and descending (Jacob’s “ladder” in Genesis 28:1222) is about to be fulfilled in Jesus. It may also be helpful to see
the connection between seeing the heavens open to reveal the
Son of Man in Jesus’ statement and Stephen’s dying vision of
that very thing recorded in Acts 7:56. The “heavens being
opened” suggests that in these events earthbound humankind
is afforded a vision of the transcendent God.
Meanwhile the call of the disciples couched in the unfolding
revelation of messianic fulfillment shares center stage. The
word follow occurs four times in this reading. The call to follow
requires a response of obedience, but it is one prompted by the
revelation of messianic promise, not by the demand itself.
We need to gather up some of the observations we have made.
The call to be a follower of Jesus comes in a variety of ways. We
can compare Samuel’s call from the first reading with Isaiah’s
call in Isaiah 6 and the disciples’ call in our Gospel as well as
other instances in the New Testament, such as Paul’s call on
the road to Damascus. All have their own peculiar features.

AROUND THE TABLE

How has God called you? What were the features of those key
times when your discipleship was begun or renewed?
Regardless of the different circumstances of one’s calling, the
various call narratives we can cite share the common feature
that it is God’s grace and promise that make it all possible.
Samuel is assured that his word will not fail; God will sustain
him. The disciples follow Jesus because he is the Lamb of God,
the Messiah in whom they can hope and to whom they can
entrust their lives. This is the same sort of insight we got from
Paul’s admonitions to the Corinthians in the second reading
for the week. The imperative of a life of Christian witness
flows from the grace of God’s “yes” to us.
So we are launched by grace into a Christian calling of
discipleship in which the operative word of our text is
“follow.” What does it mean to follow? Physically speaking, to
follow is to walk behind another. It means then that the
primary thing we see, if not the only thing, is the person
directly in front of us who is leading the way. To follow means
to look only to Jesus and the way he is leading. It is the sort of
single-minded response required in the astounding statement
Jesus makes in Matthew (8:22), “Follow me, and let the dead
bury their own dead.”
In discipleship Jesus leads us down many paths of service in
life, many activities, occupations, and roles, but the disciple is
always playing a serious game of “follow the leader,” for our
leader provides not only direction but the power and grace to
persevere.
Let us rededicate our lives this week to the discipleship God
has called us into. Let us seek way to proclaim that
discipleship and to demonstrate that discipleship in our words
and actions.
Let us commit, once again, to a serious game of “follow the
leader” and not be sidetracked that the distractions of life and
turn our complete attention to our great leaders, Jesus the
Christ. Amen.

1.

All the baptized have a calling in God’s world. God calls not just
pastors and deacons but also the youngest child, like Samuel.
The story of the calling of Nathanael plays with the idea of
place. Nathanael initially dismisses Jesus because he comes
from Nazareth. But where we come from isn’t important; it’s
where—or rather whom—we come to. Jesus refers to Jacob,
who had a vision in a place he called “the house of God, and...
the gate of heaven” (Gen. 28:17). Jesus says he himself is the
place where Nathanael will meet God.

1.

1. God’s call can sometimes be missed. When have you
heard a call to act against injustice? (1 Sam 1-20)

2.

2. Psalm 139 is a favorite of many. How is it a comfort to
know God has “searched and known” you? (Ps 139:1)

3.

3. Who told you, “Come and see” regarding your faith
life? And who needs to hear those words from you? (John
1:46)

Resources for this week’s work: #WorkingPreacher; Sundays and Seasons.com; Sarah Bellum

