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Less than a month from now, on September 18, we’ll celebrate Rally Day, when we mark our
return from the slower summer schedule and formally launch a brand-new new program year of
ministries, facing challenges and opportunities we’ve not faced before, and coming up with new
ways to dance with the God who is making all things new. You’ll learn more about Rally Day
and our renewed ministries elsewhere in this newsletter. In this column I want to let you know
about some of the new things ahead in my ministries with you.
First, “Bring the Word Home,” the feature in each Sunday’s worship bulletin that provides
opportunity to digest more fully the scriptures we use in worship each week, will undergo some
important changes. Beginning in mid September, each week’s issue will start with a few
comments on the week’s featured scriptures, a short version of what I’ve been providing. It will
also include space for taking notes on what you hear in the day’s sermon, along with a few
prompts about things to listen for. What I say in a sermon is always meant to be the beginning
of a conversation that you continue when you leave the building, and I hope this small change
will help you keep the conversation going more helpfully.
The new “Bring the Word Home” will also look ahead to the following Sunday, providing food for
thought that will help you prepare for the next week’s sermon and worship experience. I hope
these changes will in some small ways be helpful as you continue your growth in faith and enjoy
even more of the abundant life Jesus said he came to offer (John 10:10).
I’ll also introduce an informal time following each Sunday’s worship service when I stay behind
to discuss the sermon and any ideas or questions it may have sparked in you. Even a little such
discussion can help all of us, myself included, gain the most from our encounters with scripture.
Stay as little or as long as you like (we’ll end in plenty of time for lunch) to ask questions or
share your thoughts and insights.
Later in the month, on Wednesday evening, Sept. 28, at 7:00 p.m., I’ll begin a weekly online
class, “Teach Us to Pray: A More Personal Way to Pray with Scripture,” in which I introduce
five basic ways to pray with scripture that are better suited to your personality type. So that
materials can be prepared for you and a link to the meeting be sent to you, please register your
interest in the class by contacting the church office, providing your name, phone number, and
email address. If you have any questions about the class, call me at 716-984-3541 or email me
at richneal@together.net.
These two things, the changes in “Bring the Word Home” and the class on prayer, are intended
to help us all stay grounded in our faith, in who we are as a family of faith. As we, along with
virtually every other mainstream church in the Western world, face far-reaching changes and
challenges to the way we are called to be church, it’s critical to stay in touch with our foundation
in faith. For me, and I believe for all of us, that means continuing to actively draw life from our
scriptures in ways such as I’ve described above.

“I am about to do a new thing,” Isaiah heard God say; “now it springs forth, do you not perceive
it” (Isa. 43:19a)? God is always doing a new thing in and with and for us, and the beginning of a
new year of programmed ministries is a fine way to give our attention to the new things that
are in store for us. I hope you’ll take as much advantage as you can of all the opportunities that
come our way in the days and months ahead.
May the blessing of listening be yours,
Pastor Rich

Yep. Still Time after Pentecost! No end in sight yet for our long green season. No real change
when we enter the church and the sanctuary. We will march through September surrounded by
our comfortable green paraments and accents. The Word we hear and the songs we sing still
reflect Christ’s lessons on living a righteous life now and preparing for life eternal.
But….. the energy is different. Children are back in school. Fall sports have begun. Family
schedules get busy. Here at St. Timothy, we are together again in one service. Sunday school
and faith formation for all ages including Bible study is in place. We are reignited! Let the Holy
Spirit blaze!

The candles in the sanctuary can spark that blaze for us. The
sacristy candle, also known as the sanctuary candle, flames
continuously near the cross, signifying the presence of the
living Christ. We see it’s flickering light through the red
hurricane protective glass reminiscent of the fiery red Holy
Spirit we see at Pentecost. We have a pulley system to lower
and raise it in order to replace the 14-day candle inside. A
candle taper is used to ignite the new candle from the flame
of the previous candle to perpetuate its continuous flame. A
steady, strong hand is needed! We have had the odd mishap
(or two…).
The Altar candles are exactly that, a candle on each end of the altar. Their use originated in the
need for light in the chancel area to read the Word, prepare the Eucharist, and lead the service.
Now they are lit to signify the worship service taking place. A
high beeswax content are the best candles to use, however their
cost is great. Therefore, we made them ourselves at St. Timothy!
The brass tops, called followers, catch the drips and soot as the
candles burn down. Fun fact: they were cleaned by placing them
on a paper-towel-lined metal tray and putting them on low oven
in the church kitchen! The wax melted off and we shined them up
to replace with fresh candles.

That has all changed now. The candles are actually resin cylinders containing a clear refined oil
with a wick. The brass followers are purely for looks! The use of oil is cleaner and safer and cost
effective. (Your Altar Guild is mindful of the budget, too!)
The other candle that is always present is the Paschal candle,
also called the Christ candle. It is sometimes called the Easter
candle as it is newly kindled at Easter each year. It stands in a
central location in the chancel (the small area where the altar
table, pulpit, & lectern stand) and is lit for every service from
Easter through Pentecost. It is then moved to its place near the
baptismal font for the rest of the year. You see it there now as
it is Time after Pentecost. It will be lit for baptisms. An 8” wax
baptismal candle will be kindled from its flame as we welcome
a new child of God (regardless of age). It is also lit for funerals
and may be placed at the head of the coffin, near the urn, or
remain near the baptismal font. Our Paschal candle is also an oil-filled resin with wick.
There are also candles in use during holidays and celebrations. We have 7-branch candelabras,
3-branch pew candles, 5-place advent wreath candles, window candles, pillar candles, and more
to use when appropriate!!
Let the light of Christ burn bright in our hearts.
Your sister in Christ,
Deborah

Let the light continue to shine! Our sanctuary candle sponsorship helps fund the continuously
burning flame while adding a deeper meaning to the special occasions and milestones in our
lives. We recognize and celebrate the perpetual light of Christ in new births, birthdays,
anniversaries, memorials, and graduations, among other celebrations of life, and it helps us
remember to honor that light in our daily lives and to see it in the lives of others.
Announcements in the bulletin help us to celebrate this in community with each other as well.
Sponsorship forms can be found in the announcements sections of many of our bulletins, and
requests can also be submitted to the office via phone or email with the date of sponsorship,
who it is in memory or honor of, and who it is sponsored by. We ask for a $10 donation for each
week of sponsorship to help keep this flame continuously burning as a symbol of the true Light.

It’s hard to believe summer is coming to an end. I hope you have been able to enjoy some time
off and are ready for the fall season. September is the time for schools to start, our childcare
center to begin its new year with new faces and talented, dedicated teachers and our Sunday
school classes to resume. Our Rally Day kickoff to our church classes will be on Sunday,
September 18th along with the installation of our Sunday school and childcare teachers. We
hope you will join us for goodies following the 9:30am service to celebrate our upcoming new
school year together.
As we all have enjoyed a beautiful, yet busy summer, your church council, finance team, and
childcare director have been additionally busy getting ready for the new budget year. Our
congregational meeting will be on September 25th to approve the budget immediately following
our 9:30am service. We will need quorum, so please join us.
This past month your church council briefly touched on a topic that will need much more
discussion. Here are some of the interesting points that came up……


Every church, every leader, every member has a model of church – a way of doing things, a
strategy, an approach, or your comfort zone.



The old model of Church has been proving less effective year after year for decades across
almost all denominations.



Attendance keeps dropping across the board and will most likely continue.



What does this mean? The current approach to Church isn’t effective and hasn’t been for
decades (even though as leaders we keep moving forward hoping things will change).



The reality is……it isn’t going to change……unless we change.



To begin to see new growth, we need to change the approach.



As leaders, we need to see what’s happening outside of our walls, figure out where our
culture is going, and find out how to meet people where they’re at. Then, we need to lead
them where they need to be.

Innovation is the key to our success. People don’t live in our church building. They live in our
community. Our task is to reach beyond our walls. Yes, we have our childcare center, but that’s
not enough. Let us be willing to experiment with ideas outside of Sunday and outside of our
building. What is needed in our community? What is it that you need? Let us hear your ideas
and let’s change our approach. We have our “why”….. To inspire faith and passion through
connections, so that we can nurture and fulfill our community and the world,” now let’s be
innovative, experiment, and put our “why” into action.
In peace,

Karen Rose

Happy September, Everyone!
August was another great month here at the Childcare Center! From soccer shots
and a mini art show to field trips to the Grand Island Fun Center, Beaver Island,
and Grand Island Raddison pool for our school-age children, summer activities
have been in full swing! All ages also enjoyed a special visit from the Niagara
University Repertory Theatre who brought to life some of our kids’ favorite stories.

As September rolls around, we’re excited for the new school year and especially for
our first year offering Universal Pre-K for the Grand Island School District! Our
teachers have been busy setting up their classrooms and working on their
curriculum. Everyone is excited for this fresh start! We’re also looking forward to
welcoming back some of our enrichment programs including yoga, which the kids
absolutely loved last year!
Thank you to everyone for your generous donations of school supplies—we truly
appreciate the support that helps us reduce our expenses! These supplies are so
good for our kids emotionally and developmentally through the expression of art
and the honing of fine motor skills in fun and engaging ways. We are also thankful
to our church family for referrals to our program—they are our best source of new
students and truly do help!
Thank you for your continued support,
Amanda Weir
Center Director

Starting on September 18th, we’ll return to a single 9:30 AM service. Thank you for
understanding. Please also consider joining us after the service each Sunday for a discussion
of the sermon.

Rally Day!
Come join us on Rally Day, September 18th! From the installation of our
Sunday School and childcare teachers during the service to the enjoyment
of some goodies afterwards, we’re excited about this year’s Sunday School
kickoff!

Sunday School Registration
Please take a moment to fill out the Sunday School registration form in the bulletin for us. You
can also email responses to communications@sttimothygrandisland.com with the child(ren)’s
name, age, grade, and guardian contact information. Thank you!

Congregational Meeting
Our congregational meeting to vote on the budget will follow a single 9:30 AM service on
September 25th. Please plan on joining us.
Fall Mums
Keep an eye out for fall mum sponsorships to decorate our sanctuary! Peaceful, warm colors
and the brilliant blossoms of creation will aid us as we lift our hearts and voices in praise.

September 24th from 1-4 PM is St. Timothy’s Faith Build day with Habitat for
Humanity Niagara! Please take a moment to sign up in the Narthex, call the
office, or email communications@sttimothygrandisland.com so we know how
many to expect and who to distribute the address information to. Thank you!

Please join us for a school supply
drive to benefit our childcare center!
Some of the items that would be
most helpful are: glue sticks, liquid
glue, chubby crayons, thick washable
markers, Q-tips, glitter, pom poms,
watercolor paints, cotton balls, and
kids BLUNT tip scissors. Thank you
so much for your support, we
appreciate it!!

Here is a prayer from ELCA advocacy ministries that support legislation for a strong and
resilient food supply chain and the provision of needed healthy foods and nutrients for
low-income families.
There are so many connections that bring the food to your body and so much that your body can
do with that nourishment. Here, we give thanks and recognize the many hands that it takes for
God’s provision of daily bread to reach all of us.
Gracious and living God,
We thank you for our ancestors, for their wisdom and knowledge of the land.
We give you thanks for all of creation and know that you have given us charge to be
stewards of air, land, water, and all living things.

We thank you for those who grow food and farm.
We thank you for those who labor in the fields.
We thank you for those who bring crops to market.
We thank you for merchants who give us access to your bounty.
We thank you for the hands that make and prepare our daily bread.
Give us nourishment to do your work in the world so that, fed, we can feed others.
May our work and faith in you create that heavenly community where are all are fed.
Amen.

Teach Us to Pray: Finding a Prayer Style That Fits Your Personality
What is prayer? How can we pray in a way that’s more fulfilling and that fits
our personality more authentically? How can scripture support a rich and
rewarding prayer experience? If you’re curious about the answers to these
questions, join us online for a six-part exploration of praying with scripture.
Using five classic methods of praying with scripture and a simple way to
identify your personality type, you will discover ways of praying that are
tailor-made for you.

If you tend to be more thoughtful and introspective, there’s a style that
encourages you to use your creative imagination. If you’re more attuned to
your senses – sight, hearing, smell, touch, taste – you’ll find an imaginative
way to use your senses to engage the texts. If you’re more at home in a
rational, intellectual approach, there’s a style just right for you. And if you
dislike structure and prefer a more spontaneous, free-flowing style, you’ll find
it here.
No experience or special knowledge is necessary, only a desire to pray in a way that is more
personally fulfilling. Join us on Zoom on Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m., starting September 28, or
tune in to the recorded presentations online at your convenience. Links can be found at
www.sttimothygrandisland.com/educationalgatherings/.
WELCA Retreat
If you would like to attend the Day-Apart Retreat with
the theme “Spiritual Renewal—Centered in Prayer” on
October 1st at St. Paul’s in Ellicottville, please register by September 21st using the form in the
Narthex. It is $10 including lunch and retreat materials. For anyone who would like to carpool,
please contact Nancy Morth.
Opportunities at Stella Niagara
The Center for Renewal at Stella Niagara will be holding an “Evenings of Prayer” fall miniretreat series. Each evening is from 4:30-8:00 PM and includes dinner and programming for $25
per person. The first mini-retreat will be held on Tuesday, October 4th and will focus on the
Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi, and the second will be held on Saturday, October 29th with a
topic of Celtic Spirituality.
The Center for Renewal will also be holding their fall book club on Tuesdays from 1:30-2:20 PM
over Zoom from October 4th through November 15th. They will be discussing the book Feathers
of Hope by Sharon Garlough. The participation fee is $24 per person and does not include the
book. Please contact the office for more information on either of these opportunities.

Here at St. Timothy, we believe that prayer is powerful and can be incredibly
helpful in our lives and in the lives of others. Our prayer chain allows you to ask
those in our church community to pray for your friends and loved ones in their
times of need.
If you would like to add someone to the prayer chain, you can call us at 773-4400, email us at
communications@sttimothygrandisland.com, or contact Pastor Rich. Please also include an
address where we can send cards.
We hold the following people in our prayers: Brenda; Margaret Miller; Jennifer Bassette; Marion
Passerelli; Elaine Hardman; Marlene; Jane Phenicie; Yosenia; Robert Domagala; Timmy Book;
Giovanna, Maria, and Daniel Gengo; Kurt Yaeger; Allan Kellam; Randy; Betty; Riley; Dan,
Lucy, and child; Ted; Joe Morley; Richard E; Isla and Eleanor; Edna; Gloria; Brian Volo; Jack
Skinner; Marianne Caroll; Danny Penque; Robin Bengalio Richard; Joanne M.; Dottie Roehrig;
Sylvia and Joe Smith; Lorraine Pfohl; and Cheryl Rosati.

This month, we’ll be celebrating Alyssa Yaeger’s birthday on September 23rd.
Please add your birthday and anniversary to our celebration list! You can
contact the office to do so.

Pastoral Care is an important resource available at St. Timothy’s. Pastor Rich can be contacted
at pastor@sttimothygrandisland.com, or for pastoral emergencies, at 716-984-3541. While
Pastor Rich is on vacation from 8/1 to 8/13, please contact Pastor Mary Wolf at 716-984-2938
or at stpauls1827@juno.com.
The following are some situations in which you should call:

 In the event of a hospitalization or placement in another health care facility.
 In emergency situations of injury or illness, even if there is no hospital admission. People
are often sent home under difficult circumstances.

 In times of personal crisis or struggle in which you may benefit from direct pastoral care.
 When in need of pastoral services such as baptisms, weddings, home communion, funeral,
or memorial services.

 In any other circumstance where pastoral care may benefit you. When in doubt, call.
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