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Faith shows itself in many ways. They’re ways so surprisingly diverse, it’s difficult to know what 

to look for and how to look for it. Sometimes a person’s faith is revealed and we know it right 

away; sometimes we don’t know it until long afterwards. I saw the faith of the St. Timothy     

congregation revealed in both ways during our meeting on Sept. 25 as the church budget for the 

coming year was presented, discussed, and approved. 

The writer of the letter to the Hebrews described faith as “the assurance of things hoped for, the 

conviction of things not seen” (Heb. 11:1). In the strength of such assurance, such faith, the    

congregation approved a plan to spend more money than there is evidence will be available – it’s 

called a deficit budget in the business world – and to proceed with the conviction that resources 

for the ministries envisioned will be available as they are needed. It has been a long time,       

perhaps a very long time, since St. Tim’s planned to operate in the red. The decision to begin a 

new year that way was made with a conviction that the vision for ministry God planted here is 

vital, robust, and compelling. The budget’s approval was a strong statement of faith not in what 

we can see but in the God we cannot see.  

That’s faith! And it’s faith grounded in experience, the fruition of seeds planted and nourished 

throughout the history of the congregation and beyond. One of you at the meeting spoke of a 

time some years ago when a financial pinch was strongly felt, and when by faith and              

commitment the congregation got through it and continued to thrive. That earlier time of faith 

amid financial uncertainty bore some of its fruit these many years later.  

Others at the meeting spoke of a vision for the future, a time of opportunity for growth and      

increasingly effective ministries in the Grand Island community. Young families are moving to 

Grand Island in growing numbers, and they come with needs and hungers the church is        

uniquely equipped and positioned to satisfy. The assurance of things hoped for, that you will   

live into the vision that’s raised here, led you to commit as-yet-unpledged resources to satisfy 

those needs and yearnings. You approved a spending plan that allows you to call a more fully           

employed pastor who can lead you into that hopeful future. And you planted more seeds that  

will ripen and bear fruit in generations to come. 

In the second letter we have addressed to him, St. Timothy was urged, “Guard the good treasure 

entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us” (2 Tim. 1:14). We guard the good 

treasure entrusted to us by foregoing generations not by reserving it and protecting it but by 

risking it in service of the good news that in Christ our relationship with God, the source of all 

life, is restored and we are free to live the abundant life Jesus promised – a life not only for us 

but for everyone! 

The faith handed on to you at St. Timothy is strong, and you are guarding and nurturing it well 

so that the faith you pass on to those who follow will be strong. 

May the blessing of abundant life continue to be yours, 

Pastor Rich 



We cannot the deny the chill in the air. We are marching through the secular calendar;          

finishing the harvest and putting our gardens to bed, buttoning up our homes for colder    

weather, nothing remarkable really. 

Our liturgical calendar is much the same. We gather indoors on Sunday as it’s too cold and wet 

for outdoor service. The current single service brings us all together for fellowship in the       

narthex and worship in the sanctuary as well as faith formation in Sunday school. However…. 

We all are reminded that life enveloped in God’s love is remarkable!! 

The green paraments greet us for the first four Sundays. The cross beckons us, the candles light 

the way. Our voices combine to rise like incense during the Lord’s Prayer. 

This month ends draped in red. We celebrate Reformation Sunday! Romans 3:24 tells us “they 

(still us!) are justified by his grace as a gift.” 

Our lovely red paraments make their second appearance of the year. The crown and cross sym-

bol on lectern frontal shows Christ is our Savior and King. The pulpit frontal has the Chi Ro, 

the monogram/ initials of Christ. The Alleluia across the altar frontal is our response to God’s 

saving love! These symbols and colors imprint our hearts and minds with our faith. 

 

We are dismissed as disciples of Christ, freed from sin to love God, serve our neighbor, and    

proclaim our faith. 

Keep Jesus in your heart.  

Your sister in Christ, 

Deborah 



Sing with me…. ”My God is so great, so strong and so mighty, there’s nothing my God cannot 

do…..” This is a song that we sing in children’s church and one that I find myself humming 

throughout the day. A song that has the perfect lyrics for what we experienced this past Sunday 

at our congregational meeting. All we needed was the hand motions to go with it! Thank you to 

our congregation who accepted the budget with a strong faith that God has a plan. Thank you to 

Karen Sturniolo, Amanda Weir, Ryan Cummings and the finance team, as well as the council 

for their preparation and guidance on our 2022-2023 budget.  

This past month, the church council met with Pastor Jeremiah Smith, Dean of the Niagara 

Frontier Conference of the ELCA. We discussed where we are now, how we got here, and where 

we want to be. Every congregation has a life cycle. In order to continue to be a vital and 

sustainable church, we must redefine and redevelop ourselves with our vision and purpose 

guiding us. With the approval of the budget, the hopes of a potential pastor, the support of the 

congregation, and the strong ministry of our childcare center, St. Timothy’s will be reborn.  

Sometimes being faithful in ministry involves taking risks. Please consider increasing your   

giving. Consider a legacy gift. Anything helps us with our mission of inspiring faith and passion 

through connections so that we can nurture and fulfill our community and the world.              

Remember, our God is so great. Have faith. Give more. Love one another. Work together. 

There’s absolutely nothing our God cannot do! 

In peace, 

Karen Rose 



Happy October, Everyone! 

Thank you for welcoming myself and the staff from the Child-

care Center on Rally Sunday. We all felt welcome in the church 

and were happy to share that time with you. I believe that this 

past school year was a very productive and transformative one. 

We grew together, the Childcare Center and Church, with the 

common goal of serving God through the ministry of the    

Childcare Center. I would also like to thank you for the school 

supplies. That was so generous of you all; they will be used 

with love. Thank you for your continued support! 

This month, the Childcare Center and Church will 

again join together for Trunk-or-Treat on Saturday,  

October 22nd from 3-5 PM. Please consider decorating 

your trunk and sharing treats with the kiddos!  

Our enrollment is way up which leaves only a couple   

of spots available! With that being said, we are looking 

for both full-time and part-time staff, so if you or     

someone you know would be interested in a job at the 

CCC, give us a call or apply on Indeed. Some volunteer work that we have       

available includes working the front desk early in the morning, rocking infants, 

and playing with toddlers. If you are interested, please see myself or Karen Rose. 

Thank you! 

Amanda Weir 

Center Director 



Our services will continue to be held on Sundays at 9:30 AM. Please consider joining us in the 

parlor after the service each Sunday for an open discussion of the sermon. This will start on 

October 2nd. 

Educational Opportunity 

Our study “Teach Us to Pray: Finding a Prayer Style That Fits Your Personality” will continue 

for the next four Wednesdays at 7 PM over Zoom. The materials to prepare for each session will 

be available on the Friday before on our website, www.sttimothygrandisland.com/educational- 

gatherings/. You can also contact the office to request them to be emailed upon availability.  

All Saints Day 

On November 6th, we’ll be honoring the saints in our lives who have passed away between   

November 1, 2021 and November 1, 2022. Please pass along the name of the loved one who has 

died, the date of death, and who they are remembered by no later than Tuesday, November 1st. 

You can turn in the upcoming bulletin insert form, call the office, or send an email to           

communications@sttimothygrandisland.com to add a name.  

Congregational Meeting 

A budget was presented to the congregation on September 25th. This reflects the salary for a 

3/4-time pastor and the associated moving expenses.  To achieve our budget, we have asked 

everyone to pray upon increasing their giving by 10%. On the childcare side, our forgiven PPP 

money will address a potential shortfall. The budget passed unanimously, and optimism for the 

invigoration of our congregation and its mission by a potential new pastor was high.  

Trunk-or-Treat 

We’re excited to host Trunk-or-Treat again this year! Come decorate you’re 

trunks with us and hand out candy to our young visitors on October 22nd 

from 3-5 PM! We also encourage you to invite your neighbors and bring your 

kids and grandkids to this fun event. The rain date will be October 29th, and 

a sign-up sheet is hanging in the Narthex. Thank you! 

Call Committee Update 

The Call Committee has interviewed a potential candidate.  The candidate is continuing with 

their discernment process.  The Committee will update the Council and Congregation in        

accordance with Synod rules. 



Thank you to everyone who donated school supply items to our childcare center—your            

generosity is greatly appreciated!  

St. Timothy's participated in the Habitat for Humanity Faith Build on September 24th. The 

temperature was wonderful for the work we were doing. We tackled three tasks. Carl Remmes 

and Dan Yaeger worked on taping seams on the outside in preparation for siding.  Donna and 

Paul were assigned to build temporary shelves in the basement with whatever scraps we could 

find. We ended up with 3 shelves that were 8-foot long by about a foot wide and reinforced in 

the middle.  Karen cut the grass, then helped clean up by collecting tools, nails, ropes, etc. to 

help load the shelves. The cleanup was done in preparation for the insulation that will be blown 

in the walls and celling.   

The house we worked on was a new build home in Niagara Falls near Home Depot. The house 

has 4 bedrooms and 1 1/2 baths and will be occupied by a mom and her twin 19-year-old girls 

and 4-year-old boy. The house has very modern high-tech equipment for energy efficiency with 

substantial insulation, a tankless hot-water system, and a plan to install solar panels. It’s being 

setup for air condition but will not have one initially.   

St Timothy's made a small contribution to this new build on Saturday. Dan has worked on this 

house 3 times, twice with National Fuel and this time with St. Timothy's. Hopefully more will 

join the fun the next time we have one of these events. Thanks to Kimberly for setting this up 

for St. Timothy's. 

Paul Yaeger 



WELCOMING THE STRANGER 

In Budapest, Hungary, there is a place called Mandak House. That is where a congregation of 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Hungary worships, but it is also a community center and 

place of welcome to refugees and the vulnerable Roma population in the area. Since the Russian 

invasion of Ukraine, hundreds of thousands of refugees have fled to neighboring countries. Bu-

dapest first saw many just passing through, and the Mandak House provided them with sup-

plies they could take with them. Now, more people are staying in the city, some in shelters, 

some in homes of family or residents who provide space for them. The staff and volunteers at 

Mandak House help enroll children in schools, help adults find jobs, facilitate access to health 

care, and encourage community involvement. All this could not be done without support, and 

the Lutheran Disaster Response of the ELCA is one of the many organizations that help. Man-

dak House has been able to expand its services to include psychological care, language inter-

preters, legal services. They are living out the Gospel through their actions.  

Your Mission support helps finance Mandak House. Thank you! 

We are church together for the sake of the world. God’s Work. Our Hands. 

Marcia Brown 

ELCA Missions Interpreter 

This month brings two new service opportunities that we invite you to join us in. We have      

become aware that the Grand Island Neighbor’s Foundation’s stock of canned protein and       

toiletries is very low, and they have asked for our help to replenish it. We'll be collecting canned 

chicken, tuna, and ham, along with toilet paper, hand soap, toothpaste, and toothbrushes from 

October 2-23. These can be placed in the crates in the Narthex. They are grateful for any and all 

help as the need for temporary assistance in the community is ongoing.  

On October 15th from 11:30-3 PM, we will be working with Kenmore Alliance to feed the     

shelterless and clothe them as winter approaches. This is an annual event that our youth do 

and we would like to invite everyone to join us. We'll be meeting in the church parking lot to 

carpool at 11 AM, or you can meet us at 11:30 at 175 Bonnett Ave, Tonawanda, NY 14150 for 

sorting and sizing winter wear before we move to the Downtown Library where the food and 

clothing will be given out. If there is interest, there is also a need 

for additional hands and hearts from 12-3 on December 17th.       

We hope you will be able to join us this month! 

Thank you for living out the gospel in service to our neighbors! 



Here at St. Timothy, we believe that prayer is powerful and can be incredibly helpful in our lives 

and in the lives of others. Our prayer chain allows you to ask those in our church community to 

pray for your friends and loved ones in their times of need.  

If you would like to add someone to the prayer chain, you can call us at 773-4400, email us at 

communications@sttimothygrandisland.com, or contact Pastor Rich. Please also include an     

address where we can send cards. 

We hold the following people in our prayers: Cheng-tin Luo; Lana Breiner; Tracy Melisz; Doug 

and Elaine Hardman; Nancy Gorrell; Brenda; Margaret Miller; Marion Passerelli; Marlene; 

Jane Phenicie; Yosenia; Robert Domagala; Timmy Book; Kurt Yaeger; Allan Kellam; Randy; 

Betty; Riley; Ted; Joe Morley; Richard E; Isla and Eleanor; Edna; Gloria; Brian Volo; Marianne 

Caroll; Danny Penque; Robin Bengalio Richard; Joanne M.; Dottie Roehrig; Sylvia and Joe 

Smith; Lorraine Pfohl; and Cheryl Rosati. 

This month, we’ll be celebrating Nancy and Art Morth’s anniversary on October 15th, Tina Cu-

tini’s birthday on October 9th, and Kim Yaeger’s birthday on October 12th. Please let us know if 

you’d like to add your birthday and anniversary to our celebration list! 

Pastoral Care is an important resource available at St. Timothy’s. Pastor Rich can be contacted 

at pastor@sttimothygrandisland.com, or for pastoral emergencies, at 716-984-3541. The         

following are some situations in which you should call:  

 In the event of a hospitalization or placement in another health care facility.  

 In emergency situations of injury or illness, even if there is no hospital admission. People 

are often sent home under difficult circumstances.  

 In times of personal crisis or struggle in which you may benefit from direct pastoral care.  

 When in need of pastoral services such as baptisms, weddings, home communion, funeral, 

or memorial services.  

 In any other circumstance where pastoral care may benefit you. When in doubt, call.  

mailto:sttimothygrandisland@gmail.com


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 

Worship, 

9:30 AM 

3 4 5 

Prayer and 

Personality 

Study, 7 PM 

6 7 8 

9 

Worship, 

9:30 AM 

10 11 12 

Prayer and 

Personality 

Study, 7 PM 

13 14 15 

Shelterless 

Outreach, 

11:30-3 

16 

Worship, 

9:30 AM 

17 18 19 

Prayer and 

Personality 

Study, 7 PM 

20 21 22 

Trunk-or-

Treat, 3-5 

PM 

23 

Worship, 

9:30 AM 

24 

Council 

Meeting, 

5:30 PM 

25 26 

Prayer and 

Personality 

Study, 7 PM 

27 

Finance 

Meeting, 

6:30 PM 

28 29 

Trunk-or-

Treat rain 

date 

30 

Worship, 

9:30 AM 

Reformation 

31      

October 2022 


