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No one needs to tell you, the times in which we live are uncertain, even chaotic. And no one 

needs to cite the examples, from the shifting balance of power in the world, to the seismic    

stresses in our domestic political systems, to social changes affecting the way we live in smaller 

and larger communities, to the uncertainty of how the congregation’s life may be affected by the 

calling of a new pastor. One of my foundation principles as an intentional interim minister is 

that when you embrace change creatively, a richer life is possible. But sometimes it seems 

there’s too much change to embrace creatively or any other way. That’s when I recall a poem by 

Robert Frost, “The Armful.” 

For every parcel I stoop down to seize 

I lose some other off my arms and knees, 

And the whole pile is slipping, bottles, buns, 

Extremes too hard to comprehend at once 

Yet nothing I should care to leave behind. 

With all I have to hold with hand and mind 

And heart, if need be, I will do my best. 

To keep their building balanced at my breast. 

I crouch down to prevent them as they fall; 

Then sit down in the middle of them all. 

I had to drop the armful in the road 

And try to stack them in a better load. 

Sometimes everything we hold in life seems to be falling away and the only thing to do is let it 

all fall. That may be an opportunity to rearrange what we’ve been carrying into a better load,    

to make life’s burden easier to bear by reassessing and reorganizing the priorities and            

commitments making up our load. At least it’s an opportunity to rest and renew our strength. 

Sometimes our load falls apart not because our effort failed; rather, it’s part of a natural       

transition into something new, a kind of labor that’s part of the birth process, or the shedding of 

an old skin so a larger, more mature version of ourselves can emerge. And that image gives us a 

new way of looking at and embracing what’s emerging.  

The concept not of change but of emergence arises often in the spiritual life. Congregations often 

engage in strategic planning that involves deciding upon or discerning an end result and moving 

toward it with intentional, well-planned steps. The process of emergence, on the other hand, is 

more organic and evolutionary. It holds the promise of surprise. It invites us into our faith’s   

prophetic tradition – “I am about to do a new thing,” God said; “now it springs forth, do you not 

perceive it” (Isa. 43:19)? – and calls us to shift our reliance from our efforts to God’s effort.  

Such a shift can seem terribly risky, a fearful leap of faith. It may seem beyond our capacity. But 

imagine the difference it would make to view what’s happening not as loss or change, which we 

might be inclined to resist, but as emergence, which we might more readily embrace.  



Advent has a wreath and candles. Christmas has a manger and a tree. Lent has ashes and 

palms. Easter has butterflies and the Lily. Pentecost has dancing flames and descending dove. 

We see these images at church and at home. They mark time as we march through the calendar 

and evoke our attitude to the divine as well as secular. 

 

What about now?! We are now in the liturgical season of Time after Pentecost. Also known as  

Ordinary Time as we number these Sundays. Also sometimes known as Trinity season as the  

Holy Spirit has been revealed to the people as God, the three in one! It is by far the longest     

season of our church year. We celebrate Jesus’ life, His miracles and teachings. 

 

And yes, it does have symbols! The first is comprised of the basket of 

bread and two fish symbolizing one of Jesus’ miracles. You will see that 

image on the altar frontal. The other is the Chi Rho, a monogram for   

Jesus Christ. These are the first two letters of the Greek word,         

XPICTOC, meaning Christ. Chi is the X and Rho is the P. Look for   

them on the pulpit frontal over the Greek cross. 

 

The symbols of this season are important. The coming Sundays are 

filled with scripture bringing Christ to intersect with our everyday 

lives today. Although not as dramatic as a Christmas tree or an Easter 

Lily in the living room, perhaps placing a basket atop a green cloth on 

a side table would work. It could hold the keys and sundries of our 

coming and going; reminding us to bring Christ with us in all we do. 

 

Keep Jesus in your heart.  

Your sister in Christ, 

Deborah 

“Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old,” said the God who is always 

about to do a new thing (Isa. 43:18). Our challenge then is not to labor toward the future we   

envision but to give our attention more fully to the new and unexpected thing God is bringing to 

pass in our midst right now. 

Listen for that theme during the Sundays ahead this summer and into the autumn. Let’s share 

with each other what we observe and see if the pieces of the puzzle that is the chaos of the     

present time don’t begin to form a fresh image of God’s grace at work among us. 

Blessings to you all, 

Pastor Rich 



Welcome to summer!  

Each month as I write my Timothian article, I’m amazed at what we’ve accomplished and 

thankful to see so many hands and hearts working together for one purpose. Our purpose.    

Our “Why.”  

Thank you to our lawn cutting crews these past few months for keeping our lawn trimmed for 

our childcare children. As ticks have increased, mowing has been helpful in reducing exposure. 

As July arrives, hopefully the grass will need less frequent cutting. As always, thank you to 

Carl and Bill for their ongoing presence in the church and childcare center fixing anything and 

everything!  

On June 18th, our Childcare Center had their annual Chiavetta’s BBQ. What an amazing     

turnout we had. Thank you to our director, assistant director, childcare teachers, and our      

congregation who helped make it a great success. It was wonderful to see our parking lot full 

and so many happy faces! 

Congratulations to our high school graduates, Daniel Senn and Evan Steck. We look forward to 

seeing where God leads these two young men. Congratulations, Daniel and Evan!  

Finally, I would sincerely like to thank Peggy Bastian. Peggy allowed us to use memorial money 

to purchase some of our live-stream equipment. In doing so, we have been able to live-stream 

our church service every week allowing our members to be “home” while at home or on vacation. 

In addition, we live-streamed our Childcare graduation ceremony and Debbie Bastian’s piano 

recital, reaching over 70 families for these two events. Thank you, Peggy! This is “why” we do 

what we do!  

Looking forward to this month, I hope it’s a time for us to relax and regenerate, appreciate what 

we have, and enjoy special time with those around us. Thank you for supporting our church and 

childcare ministry here at St. Timothy’s.  

In peace, 

Karen Rose 



Hello, Everyone! 

June has been a great month at the Childcare Center! We are so grateful to everyone 

who volunteered their time to make our BBQ a success and to everyone who came to 

support us. We couldn't have done it without you! June also brought a celebration of 

our graduates who we are so proud of, and a fun kick-off to summer, complete with a 

bounce house and a picnic lunch outside! 

The month of July will be filled with the soccer shots program every Thursday, a 

touch tank aquarium visit, field trips for our school age children, and tons of summer 

fun! Our kids enjoy running under the sprinklers outside, drawing with chalk,    

spending time on the playground, and playing in the sandbox among other activities, 

and we continue learning, developing our fine motor skills, and doing art and       

children's church inside. On July 1st, we had a blast marching around the parking  

lot in our annual Fourth of July parade! 

As we plan for fall, we wanted to let everyone know that there are still spots        

available in our center, so please let friends, family, and neighbors know! And thank 

you as always for your support as we bring Christ to these wonderful children! 

Have a great summer, 

Amanda Weir, Center Director 



For the remainder of the summer, we’ll continue holding an outdoor 

service at 8 AM and an indoor and livestreamed service at 9:30 AM.  

Lutheran Family Bison Night 

BuffaLutherans Unite! Friday, July 22nd, is Lutheran Family Bison 

Night at Sahlen Field! This is not a fundraising event but rather an 

opportunity for our greater Lutheran family to come together in     

fellowship. $10 gets you a great evening of baseball, fun, and prizes 

beginning at 7:05 p.m. with fireworks to follow! Concession packages 

are also available for $12 each (includes hot dog, drink. and         

popcorn). Deadline to register is July 20th! Register on-line  

at www.wnylutherancharities.org. 

Write a review! 

Help us attract new church members and childcare families by leaving us a review on Google!  

To do so, simply type “St. Timothy Grand Island” in to Google, find the side panel on the right of 

your screen that has our picture and information, and scroll down to where it shows the reviews 

and has a button that reads, “write a review.” We’d love to hear what you love about St. Timothy. 

Thank you! 

Rally Day! 

Save the date for Rally Day on September 11th! From the installation of our         

Sunday School and childcare teachers during the service to a picnic with fun           

activities, we’re excited about this season’s Sunday School kickoff! We’re also        

planning a Sunday School teacher meeting which all parents are encouraged to     

attend; details will follow. 

WELCA Retreat 

The Niagara Frontier and Southwestern Women of the 

ELCA Conferences are holding a joint Day-Apart Retreat 

with the theme “Spiritual Renewal—Centered in Prayer” presented by Contemplative Outreach 

Buffalo and held at St. Paul’s in Ellicottville. This will be on Saturday, October 1st from 9:30-

3:30 and is $10 including lunch and retreat materials. Contact the office for registration info.  

Missions Opportunity 

September 24th from 1-4 PM is St. Timothy’s designated Faith Build day with Habitat for      

Humanity Niagara. More details will follow as we get closer. 

http://www.wnylutherancharities.org/


In July the United States celebrates its freedom, its independence from what was in the 1700’s 

oppressive rule. But a quick look around the world reveals that many countries and peoples are 

not free. And not just politically. People are imprisoned by disease, hunger, violence, poverty. 

Women suffer from injustice. Palestinians lose their homes because of territorial disputes.  

If our faith tells us to love, then justice is love applied to many neighbors. It means more than 

acting out of a sense of charity, or making a donation, or volunteering our time.  

"Doing justice" means addressing inequities in political, economic, and social systems. It works 

to restore relations among people to the way God intended them to be. It means challenging 

ourselves to step outside our comfort zones.  

Through programs, ministries, and in our daily lives, ELCA members are dedicated to            

understanding God’s work for justice in the world. We advocate dignity and justice for all people 

and stand with people in poverty and who are powerless. We lift our voice from an ethic of     

discipleship and willingness to speak for others as a matter of faith. We participate in activities 

that relieve misery and result in peace and reconciliation in local communities and among       

nations. Read more at the ELCA website; click on “Our Work” then “Publicly engaged church.”  

We are church together for the sake of the world. God’s Work. Our Hands. 

Marcia Brown 

ELCA Mission Interpreter 

On Tuesday, June 28th, some of the women of St. Timothy's got together at Carolyn Doebert's 

house. It was a wonderful night of community, laughter, and food. The day being low humidity 

and high on friendship was enjoyed by all who could attend. If you could not attend, we missed 

you. 

I am taking the liberty of submitting this, and as the newest import to St Timothy's, the welcome 

and inclusion that was given to me last night was warm and all I could hope it to be. I also took 

the liberty of snapping a couple of pictures of the group of ladies gathered last night. And one of 

an egret that seemed to think Carolyn's egret statue must be his girlfriend or at least a good 

friend. It was a wonderful night.   

Phyllis Keeler 



Here at St. Timothy, we believe that prayer is powerful and can be incredibly 

helpful in our lives and in the lives of others. Our prayer chain allows you to ask 

those in our church community to pray for your friends and loved ones in their 

times of need.  

If you would like to add someone to the prayer chain, you can call us at 773-4400, email us at 

communications@sttimothygrandisland.com, or contact Pastor Rich. Please also include an     

address where we can send cards. 

We hold the following people in our prayers: Marlene; Jane Phenicie; Yosenia; Robert Domagala; 

Timmy Book; Giovanna, Maria, and Daniel Gengo; Kurt Yaeger; Allan Kellam; Randy; Betty; 

Riley; Dan, Lucy, and child; Ted; Joe Morley; Richard E; Isla and Eleanor; Edna; Gloria; Brian 

Volo; Margaret Miller; Jack Skinner; Marianne Caroll; Danny Penque; Robin Bengalio Richard; 

Joanne M.; Dottie Roehrig; Sylvia and Joe Smith; Lorraine Pfohl; and Cheryl Rosati. 

This month, we’ll be celebrating Deborah Goss’ birthday on July 20th 

and Mark W. Steck’s birthday on July 31st. Please let us know if you’d 

like a directory to contact these members, or if you’d like to add your 

birthday and anniversary to our celebration list. 

Pastoral Care is an important resource available at St. Timothy’s. Pastor Rich can be contacted 

at pastor@sttimothygrandisland.com, or for pastoral emergencies, at 716-984-3541.  

The following are some situations in which you should call:  

 In the event of a hospitalization or placement in another health care facility.  

 In emergency situations of injury or illness, even if there is no hospital admission. People 

are often sent home under difficult circumstances.  

 In times of personal crisis or struggle in which you may benefit from direct pastoral care.  

 When in need of pastoral services such as baptisms, weddings, home communion, funeral, 

or memorial services.  

 In any other circumstance where pastoral care may benefit you. When in doubt, call.  

mailto:sttimothygrandisland@gmail.com
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