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Just in time for Advent, I’ve joined you as your transition pastor while the search for your next 

called pastor continues. It’s an early Christmas blessing for me, this being gifted with one of 

God’s always-new manifestations (the St. Timothy congregation).  

 

Our brief meeting in our journeys through this life reminds me of a    

story St. Luke tells of the brief and apparently chance (or was not by 

chance at all?) encounter between St. Philip and a nameless Ethiopian 

on the road between Jerusalem and Gaza (Acts 8:26-40). The story      

reminds me that even the briefest encounter can have profound and 

lasting effect. The Ethiopian was baptized and went on his way            

rejoicing. We don’t know what effect it had on Philip. We hear nothing 

more about either of them, except that Philip later played host to St. 

Paul for a few days and that he had four unmarried daughters who were 

prophets (Acts 21:8-9). Maybe in what he said to the Ethiopian, Philip 

himself was changed, and maybe that change bore fruit in the spiritual 

gift his daughters had. No one knows. 

 

That story has virtually nothing in common with ours, but it does remind me – and this may be 

its point – to stay alert to the possibility that sometime, somewhere, when we least expect it, 

even brief encounters like ours, whether brought about by chance or by the Spirit’s movement, 

may change our lives and bear fruit in our spiritual transformation, a transformation that may 

extend into later generations. It’s a good possibility to keep in mind as we make our run up to 

Christmas. How many people did that Jewish carpenter and his pregnant bride encounter     

during their journey to Bethlehem? How many people paid them no attention? What of those 

who did? – some shepherds, some magicians from the East.  

 

And what of us during this time of transition? Maybe there’s no in-between time at all, but only 

now, this fleeting moment when we and the world around us may be changed, when a new      

Incarnation may come to be. So what I say to you I say to all: keep awake! 

 

Pastor Rich Neal 

Transition Pastor 



We enter December in the midst of the Advent season. The word advent is derived from the   

Latin adventus. It is defined as “coming” and refers to all the ways that Christ comes into our 

lives: past, present, and future. We anticipate the coming of Christ in Bethlehem and look for-

ward to His second coming at end times. The first coming points us to the last. But there is so 

much more. Christ comes into our hearts now. 

This is a season of waiting, anticipating, and preparation. We start with the sanctuary. Blue 

paraments make their annual appearance. Blue is often used as a symbol of hope. That hope 

comes to fruition with the birth of Christ. Mary’s mantle is blue in many nativity depictions,   

reminding us that she was the bearer of Hope. 

The Advent wreath flames brighter with each Sunday. The circle 

of greens symbolize everlasting life. Three blue and one rose    

candle surround a larger white candle in the center. A blue candle 

was lit on the first Sunday in Advent. An additional candle will be 

lit each Sunday marking our waiting. The flower arrangements 

mimic the candles with a pink rose peeking out of the blue      

flowers. 

Every Sunday you will see changes as we prepare our worship space. There is a tree, then some 

lights. There will be a chance for you to help when we add garlands, wreathes, and more. Finally 

that last blue candle will be lit. 

A few days later it is Christmas! 

The white center Christ candle will blaze bright on Christmas! The true light has come into the 

world. Emmanuel, God with Us, is born. The King we have prepared for has arrived as an infant 

in a humble stable. 

White paraments with the nativity scene drape the altar. Notice the shepherds on the lectern 

and the wise men on the pulpit frontals, all facing the Messiah. Christmas flowers and pots of 

poinsettias adorn the chancel. Finally we sing those longed-for Christmas carols! Songs and 

prayers of joy, thanksgiving, and praise to our Savior King. 

Christ is present now. Our hearts are the humble stable. 

May we prepare our hearts daily. Amen. 

Your sister in Christ, 

Deborah  



As I write this December article, I’m sitting in quarantine as I recover from covid. Unfortunately, 

because of my quarantine, the youth delivering items to the shelterless has been postponed until 

January 15th. Thank you to those that have donated items for those in need. We look forward to 

working with Kenmore Alliance in January. 

This past month we welcomed Pastor Rich Neal as our transition pastor. We are so thankful for 

his experience and guidance and look forward to working with him in the months to come. Pastor 

Rich has offered to be with us until we find our permanent pastor, so please introduce yourself 

and thank him for guiding and serving us.  

As we look forward to December, our childcare center will be participating in the Light Up       

the Boulevard parade on December 4th and will have their annual Breakfast with Santa on      

December 18th. Please sign up if you’re able to donate breakfast items or can volunteer in any 

way. As we work together with our childcare center, we fulfill our “why” and serve our            

community.  

In closing, I would personally like to thank Pastor Rich, our council and      finance team, our 

church staff, Amanda and our childcare staff, our Sunday School teachers, our children and fami-

lies, and all of you who continue to   donate items for our youth and childcare outreach programs. 

Yes, I am thankful. Yes, WE are blessed. 

As we continue into the holiday season, let us not forget that we are to love others as God loves 

us. Remember…..Jesus is the true reason for the season. Happy Birthday, Jesus. Merry          

Christmas to all. 

In peace, 

Karen Rose 



Hello Everyone, 

The Child Care Center has enjoyed the holidays so far with the Halloween Parade and            

celebrating Thanksgiving by being a good friend and sharing pumpkin pie. With Christmas     

just around the corner we are looking forward to the continued festivities.  

Here are the events we are looking forward to and ways you can join in or help! 

December 3rd — Parents Night Out 

This is our first ever fundraiser where parents can drop off their children 

for after-hours care while they get to go on a date, shop for Christmas, 

wrap presents, or what ever their imaginations can come up with! 

December 4th — Light up the Boulevard 

You can help by joining us in this parade! There will be space on our trailer to sit and ride    

along as well, or you can walk with the trailer. Come with your Christmas sweater and light    

up necklace if you can! 

December 18th — Breakfast with Santa 

This is our annual fundraiser that you all know and love. You can help by 

volunteering and buying tickets. See Karen Rose for more details! 

Finally, the center will be closed from 12/24-1/2. This will allow staff and 

families to spend time together through the holidays. Staff will come in on the 29th for a full day 

of staff development and classroom organization.  

Thank you, 

Amanda Weir 

Center Director 



Please join us at 9:30 AM for worship each Sunday! With current covid numbers we do ask for 

you to continue wearing your masks. Thank you for understanding. A livestream option is also 

available for those who are more comfortable worshipping at home for the time being. It can be 

accessed from www.sttimothygrandisland.com and a bulletin to follow along with can be found 

under the “Resources” tab at the top. 

This year, we will hold our family-friendly candlelight Christmas Eve service at 4 

PM. We look forward to celebrating Christ’s birth with you! 

The Altar Guild would love your help with the hanging of the greens this 

year. If able, please stay for a few minutes after the service on December 5th 

to help us decorate for the Christmas season!  

If you would like to help us decorate our sanctuary with poinsettias for 

Christmas this year and then take one home to enjoy, please have your     

orders in by Sunday, December 12th. They are $5 each this year. Please also let us know who 

they are in memory or honor of.  

The Child Care Center breakfast with Santa is coming up! Join us on December 18th for a deca-

dent plate of pancakes, a carol sing-along, raffles, crafts, and pictures with Santa. Seatings will 

be from 9-10 and 10:30-11:30 with the sing-along at 10:15. This is always a wonderful time to 

have fellowship and to invite all your pancake-loving friends and family to St. Tim’s!  

This year, our youth will be presenting a skit each Sunday in Advent, detailing 

key moments in the Christmas story with a modern and fun twist. The Christmas 

Pageant will take place at the December 19th service. All kids who come are     

encouraged to jump in as our much-needed barn animals! 

Using Amazon to buy Christmas presents this year? Remember to go to 

smile.amazon.com and choose St. Timothy’s as your charity—every little bit helps! And just a 

reminder that we are also registered at Bottle Junction on the Island; all those five-cent bottles 

and cans from your Thanksgiving celebration would be gratefully welcomed with St. Timothy as 

your donation of choice! 

Please continue your prayers for the call process as our Call Committee attends a neutral 

preaching site for one of our pastoral candidates and engages in further discussion.  



Thank you to all who have given out of their gratitude to help support the ongoing 

ministries of the churchwide women’s organization, WELCA. St. Timothy gave 

$576 in Thankofferings; gratitude flows from all those operating the ministries 

and those touched by them.  

Thank you for your generous donations of winter clothing for the shelterless in Buffalo! While 

the drop-off in conjunction with Kenmore Alliance has been postponed, any handmade items and 

some of the hats, gloves, and scarves will be placed at the Homeless Jesus statue later this 

month as part of the Triniknits Project.  

The designated offering for the Thanksgiving Ecumenical Service this year went to the            

Community Missions of Niagara Frontier, Inc. and totaled $363.95. Your support is greatly       

appreciated for their wide-ranging and essential missions.. 

Planning a cruise this winter? 

Perhaps you won’t want to try and beat the record for the longest time at sea set by the USS 

Dwight D. Eisenhower, an aircraft carrier of the US Navy. Chaplain A. J. Striffler began his 

command aboard the “Ike” in December, 2018, and 2019 was spent preparing the ship for de-

ployment. Sea trials began in March 2019, and in early 2020, it set sail for the Middle East. Al-

ready on edge because of tensions around the world, the crew soon learned of the growing pan-

demic. From then until the ship returned to Norfolk, in August, they did not step on dry land, 

or even dock at any ports, to prevent the virus from coming onboard. 206 consecutive days at 

sea, the longest of any naval vessel. 

So, how does a chaplain spend long days at sea? “I lived into a ministry of presence that every-

one seemed to connect with.” No matter what the crews’ religious background, their race, eth-

nicity, language, sexuality, or rank, they all found a friend ready to listen. He also supervised, 

and wrote a liturgy for, burials at sea, which some veterans request, committing more than 100 

as a final tribute. Most of the time, though, was just spent talking with any of the 4800 sailors 

and airmen who were often frustrated or scared. They found a safe place to share all their fears 

and anxieties. Of course, they also do anything any other pastor does, holding worship services, 

administering the sacraments, counseling, teaching… 

ELCA chaplains serve all over the world, on land, at sea, in hospitals, in prisons. Your congre-

gation’s mission support makes this ministry possible. Thank you! 

Marcia Brown 

ELCA Missions Interpreter 



Here at St. Timothy, we believe that prayer is powerful and can be incredibly   

helpful in our lives and in the lives of others. Our prayer chain allows you to ask 

others in  our church community to pray for your friends and loved ones in their 

times of need.  

If you would like to add someone to the prayer chain, you can email us 

at sttimothygrandisland@gmail.com, call us at 773-4400, or fill out the prayer chain request 

sheet in the Narthex at the table next to the Sanctuary entrance. Please also include an ad-

dress where we can send cards to those in our prayers. 

Here are the people in need of our prayers at this time: Marianne Caroll, Linda Piechowiak,  

the family of Christine Stepien, Dick Welte, Jennifer Buchanan, Joyce Zimmerman, Danny 

Penque, Dan Kramer, Brian Volo, Margaret Miller, Renee, Joanne M., Dottie Roehrig, Sylvia 

and Joe Smith, Lorraine Pfohl, Cheryl Rosati, and Robin Bengalio Richard. 

Pastoral Care is an important resource available at St. Timothy’s. Pastor Rich can be contacted 

at pastor@sttimothygrandisland.com, or for pastoral emergencies, at 716-984-3541.  

The following are some situations in which you should call:  

 In the event of a hospitalization or placement in another health care facility.  

 In emergency situations of injury or illness, even if there is no hospital  admission. People 

are often sent home under difficult circumstances.  

 In times of personal crisis or struggle in which you may benefit from direct pastoral care.  

 When in need of pastoral services such as baptisms, weddings, home communion, funeral, 

or memorial services.  

 In any other circumstance where pastoral care may benefit you. When in doubt, call.  

This month, we’ll be celebrating Phil and Joan Buchanan’s anniversary on December 1st! 

mailto:sttimothygrandisland@gmail.com


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 

Worship, 

9:30 AM 

Hanging of 

the Greens 

6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 

Worship, 

9:30 AM 

13 14 

Finance 

Meeting, 

6:30 PM 

15 

Council 

Meeting, 

5:30 PM 

16 17 18 

Breakfast 

with Santa, 

9-11:30 

19 

Worship, 

9:30 AM 

Christmas 

Pageant! 

20 21 22 23 24 

Christmas 

Eve Service, 

4 PM 

25 

26 

Worship, 

9:30 AM 

27 28 29 30 31  




